Deal- Council Members and Mayor, 

This letter reflects the views of the following downtown businesses: 
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June 16,2011 



We are writing you regarding the Summer Fest and Blue Note events on 9 Street downtown. 
Most of us are very supportive of the concert events in general because they are a great draw for 
downtown Columbia during the really slow weekdays of the summer. With that said, we have 
several concerns about the negative effect these events can have on our businesses. While most 
of us agree that the concerts can be good for downtown, we feel it's only fair that we have at 
least a small say in this matter. More specifically, we would like to suggest just a couple of 
compromises that would greatly help the businesses operating during the hours of the events so 
that everyone can do well. 

Usually the concert events on 9 th Street have been on Wednesday evenings. We believe this is a 
great day to hold these concerts because they bring people downtown on an otherwise slow 
night. However, this year the first three events were approved for weekend nights, which for 
most downtown businesses include Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights. The problem many 
of us are running into is that these weekend nights can already be really busy for us — even in the 
summer — so the concert events begin to be viewed more as competition than as a benefit. As an 
example, last year when a concert event was held on a Friday night, many of us actually saw our 
business decrease because the event drew away some of our customers. Plus, with all the 
normal hustle and bustle on Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays downtown, the added confusion 
can cause a real headache for many businesses adjacent to the 9 th Street events since the street 
must be shut down so early in the morning on the day of a concert. 

Last year three concerts were held in the fall semester when the students had come back to town. 
According to conversations with Richard King, concert organizer, he is planning on holding 
events in the fall again this year. This is another area we feel a sensible compromise can be 
reached. For all downtown businesses, the increased crowds downtown in the fall semester are 
our bread and butter. For many of us, the concert events overflowing into the fall semester have 
been harmful to our sales. Our compromise would be to request that the concert organizers not 
push any events into the fall semester (which we consider to begin on the weekend before the 
first day of classes at Mizzou). 

The nice benefit the summer events provide for downtown businesses is that they draw people 
downtown in the slow days of the summer when the City can really use some extra visibility. 
Last year concert organizers completely skipped from July 28 th to August 25 th (when the fall 
semester began). The planned fall events for this year could reasonably be moved into this four 
week period of the summer. Since many of us see a negative impact on our sales when the 9 th 
Street concerts are held in the fall semester, doesn't it make the most sense to hold the events in 
the "off period" of the summer when downtown could use some extra excitement? 
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All of us want to stress that we feel it's important to foster a vibrant downtown. We simply 
would like to see just two compromises that will help reduce any negative impact the concerts 
can have on local downtown businesses operating during the hours of the concerts. 

To summarize, we would really appreciate the Council 1) approve these events only on Monday, 
Tuesday, or Wednesday nights and 2) not allow any concerts to overflow into the fall semester 
(beginning the weekend before classes commence at Mizzou) when we really don't need the 
extra competition. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

(Please note: This list contains only locally owned businesses which operate during the hours of 
the concert events. Most retail businesses are closed during the hours of the concerts and 
therefore were not included.) 



Contact: 



Julie Rader 
Bengals 

Jackraderl @gmail.com 
573-875-2337 



Tom Atkinson 
Shiloh Bar & Grill 
TA@ShilohBar_Grill.com 
573-875-1800 



Cc: Richard King, The Blue Note 
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